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ABSTRACT—We recently collected specimens of red foxes (Vulpes vulpes) in northwestern Texas
and northeastern New Mexico that extend the known range of this species in both states. In Texas,
the new record likely represents a western range expansion of introduced red foxes that had
spread across the state during the past 100 years. In New Mexico, the new record likely represents
a westward expansion from Texas, or possibly an eastward or northward expansion from previously
documented populations in the state.

RESUMEN—Recientemente colectamos especimenes de zorra roja (Vulpes vulpes) en el noroeste
de Texas y noreste de Nuevo México, con lo que se extiende la distribuciéon conocida de esta
especie en ambos estados. El nuevo registro en Texas probablemente representa la expansion
hacia el oeste de zorras rojas introducidas que se han extendido a través del estado en los taltimos
100 anos. El nuevo registro en Nuevo México probablemente representa la expansion hacia el
oeste desde Texas, o posiblemente la expansion hacia el este o norte de poblaciones previamente

documentadas en el estado.

Red foxes (Vulpes vulpes) are common fauna
in most areas of North America. However, red
foxes are absent from many semi-arid regions,
including lowland areas of the southwestern
United States (Hall and Kelson, 1959; Samuel
and Nelson, 1982; Voigt, 1987). In Texas and
New Mexico, red foxes reportedly occur in
most areas of both states, except for large por-
tions of the shortgrass prairie region in ex-
treme western Texas and eastern New Mexico
(Findley et al., 1975; Davis and Schmidly, 1994;
Choate, 1997).

In Texas, red foxes are considered nonna-
tive, as they did not historically occur in the
state (Davis and Schmidly, 1994). Starting in
1895, red foxes (probably from states to the
east) were introduced for sport in the central
and eastern portions of Texas, where they es-
tablished populations by the 1940s (Strecker,
1926; Taylor and Davis, 1947; Davis and
Schmidly, 1994). By the 1960s, red foxes
spread north and west in Texas, and were re-
ported as far north as Swisher County, and as
far west as Hale, Lubbock, and Upton counties

(Packard and Bowers, 1970; Davis, 1974). In
northwestern Texas, the western limit of red
foxes was reported as the central Panhandle
(Davis and Schmidly, 1994; Choate, 1997).

In September 2000, we collected remains of
a road-killed red fox in Stratford, in western
Sherman County, Texas (TTU #85507, The
Museum, Texas Tech University, Lubbock).
This record extends the known range of red
foxes approximately 75 km west than previous-
ly reported in the northern Texas Panhandle
(Davis and Schmidly, 1994). We also observed
red foxes in some towns of adjacent counties
to the west and south of Sherman County, sug-
gesting red foxes likely occur throughout the
entire western part of the Texas Panhandle.

In New Mexico, all records and specimens
of red foxes (n > 30) before 1950 were from
montane habitats and valleys throughout cen-
tral and western New Mexico (Townsend,
1893; Bailey, 1932; Halloran, 1946; Clothier,
1957; Hall and Kelson, 1959; Findley et al.,
1975), indicating native red foxes historically
occupied the western two-thirds of the state.



March 2005

For example, red foxes were reported from the
San Juan and Sangre de Cristo mountains
across northern New Mexico (Bailey, 1932; Fin-
dley et al., 1975), southwards as far as the San
Andres (Halloran, 1946; Hall and Kelson,
1959; Findley et al., 1975) and Mogollon (Bai-
ley, 1932) mountains in southern and western
New Mexico, respectively. Historically, red fox-
es were rare or absent from the plains of east-
ern New Mexico. A red fox captured by a trap-
per in Chaves County in 1958 was the first re-
cord from eastern New Mexico (Findley et al.,
1975). The trapper had never seen a red fox
in the region and was not sure of its identity
(Findley et al., 1975). No additional records
were reported in eastern New Mexico until 2
red fox specimens were collected in the late
1980s near Portales, Roosevelt County (#9707
and #10533; Natural History Museum, Eastern
New Mexico University, Portales).

In May 1998, we collected a red fox speci-
men near Clayton, Union County, in north-
eastern New Mexico (Museum of Southwest-
ern Biology, University of New Mexico, Albu-
querque; specimen number not yet assigned).
This record is approximately 200 km east of
previous records from the mountains of north-
ern New Mexico (Hall and Kelson, 1959; Fin-
dley et al., 1975; Samuel and Nelson, 1982).
This specimen also is 250 km north of red fox-
es collected from the plains of east-central New
Mexico (Roosevelt County). The specimen we
collected might represent a westward expan-
sion from Texas, an eastward expansion from
existing populations in the mountains of
northern New Mexico, or a northward expan-
sion from red foxes in east-central New Mexico
(which had an unknown source). Red foxes
have been harvested by trappers in all counties
of eastern New Mexico during the past 20 years
(unpublished harvest data, New Mexico De-
partment of Game and Fish, Albuquerque),
suggesting red foxes now occur throughout
eastern New Mexico.

We thank R. Gilliland, D. Anderson, C. Cosper,
and F. Pronger for providing information concern-
ing red foxes. This is Texas Tech University, College
of Agricultural Sciences and Natural Resources pub-
lication T-9-847.
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